
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 1
2 Kings is originally not a separate book.  It is united with what we call “1 Kings” and is one large collection of the historical 
account of the time of the Kings of Israel and Judah.  The story of 1 Kings continues in 2 Kings, as do the characters, settings 
and spiritual realities.

Ahab, the worst king of Israel ruled for 22 years (1 Kings 16:29-30)

1 Kings 22:51-53 - Ahaziah becomes King over Israel

2 Kings 1:1-2 - Ahaziah Injured, Inquires of Baal-Zebub

v. 2 - cp. 1 Kings 22:51-53 - this is what Ahaziah did. His appeal to Baal-zebub is not some new idea in time of crisis 
but what his heart and life consistently did. 

Baal-Zebub - “Ekron was an important Philistine city about 25 miles (40 km) west of Jerusalem. Baal-zebub means “lord 
of the flies” and is probably a deliberate Hebrew corruption of “Baal-zebul” (“Baal the exalted” or “Baal/master of the 
height” or possibly “Baal/master of the dwelling”;) intended to express the author's’ scorn of or hostility toward this 
“deity.” Ahaziah looks for help from this local manifestation of the god Baal, perhaps regarding the Ekronite version of 
the deity as especially powerful.” (ESV Study Bible Note 2 Kings 1:2)

2 Kings 1:3-4 - Elijah Meets Messengers

Elijah who battled with Ahab throughout his reign, now confronts Ahaziah.  Ahaziah follows in his father’s idolatrous 
footsteps and Elijah declares that he will die as a result of this accident.

2 Kings 1:5-8 - Messengers Return

There must have been some authority in the words of Elijah.  The royally appointed messengers return from their 
assignment without completing the king’s task.  Instead they inform him of Elijah’s words.  And yet they didn’t even know 
that Elijah was Elijah!  They only describe his appearance to the king.

v. 8 - Elijah had a unique identifying look.

2 Kings 1:9-12 - The confrontation Continues

Ahaziah sends two groups of captains with 50 soldiers.  It would seem that such a grouping would be a special or elite 
group of the king's army.  Both captains come to Elijah presumably to arrest him.  50 men for one man? Yet in both cases 
Elijah calls fire down from heaven, without leaving the top of the hill, which consumes the entire group. Elijah is not 
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intimidated by the might of humans, for He is protected by the LORD. All the king’s horses and all the king's men couldn’t 
get Elijah to come off the hill again.

Isn’t it interesting that Ahaziah sends a second grouping of 50 men.  His pride is thick.  This moment should take us back to one 
of the great moments of 1 Kings.  The setting is slightly different and some of the faces have changed but this is another battle 
between the LORD and Baal.

Years ago there was a great drought in the land of Israel as a consequence for the idolatry of the nation.  The people prayed to 
Baal for rain and fertile ground and for three years, the LORD shut up the heavens at the word of Elijah - this was to 
demonstrate the Baal was powerless in the one area he was supposed to have strength.  And so when it was time for Yahweh to 
end the drought, he was first going to declare to all the nation, that He alone was God in Israel.

And so on top of Mount Carmel, this same Elijah battled the 400 prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18) and fire came down 
from heaven at the moment that Yahweh proved he was (is) the true God.  On that day, Ahaziah’s father Ahab was confronted with 
the truth that Baal had no power and that the LORD was the living and mighty God.  And then at Elijah’s word, the 3 year long 
drought ended and the rain started to fall.

Surely Ahab’s son would have heard of that wild day years ago.  And yet, when facing sickness and possible death he does not 
seek the one true God, but seeks Baal.  And so Elijah performs a mini-reenactment of that powerful day.  He poses again the 
question “is there no God in Israel”?  And fire comes down from heaven, not once but twice.

And Ahaziah causes the death of his men.  When his first 50 men die, he thinks he’ll try the same tactic again.  Because he think 
he’s got the power and authority and think his god is the true god. The fire from heaven should have been a blazing reminder of 
what happened that day on Mount Carmel - and what the conclusion of that day was - the LORD is god.  Yet Ahaziah is not 
impressed or reminded.  And so his pride, not his fall from his upper chamber, will kill him.

2 Kings 1:13-15 - The Soldier's Wise Up

Though Ahaziah doesn’t humble himself before Elijah, the third captain of the 50 does.  His approach demonstrates that he 
recognizes who has the real authority here - Elijah (as the prophet of the LORD) does, not the captain.

v. 15 - this time the angel of the LORD instructs Elijah to go with the men to speak to the king.

2 Kings 1:16-18 - Ahaziah dies

The reign of Ahaziah is short lived and uneventful (2 years per 1 Kings 22:51) .  He has no son and so his brother Jehoram 
(another son of Ahab) becomes king in his place.  The reign of Ahab’s cursed sons continues, but not for long.

Let us remember the times the LORD has proven himself faithful and powerful to us.  Let us remember the times we have had to fall 
on our face and then to our knees because of our foolish attempts to rule our lives.  Let us remember the LORD’s mercy to often 
remind us that He alone is the true God.  Let us remember and not forget.
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Like Ahaziah running to Baal-zebub, the forgetful run again to those things they have been delivered and freed from, dead 
things which do not have the power to save.  Like Ahaziah, the forgetful and proud don’t “take the hint” when we run into walls 
(or get “burned” so to speak) and try again to find answers and direction or deliverance in powerless, dead, and evil “idols”. 

Remember today that you have found the one who is God, who is powerful, who is living, and who has wisdom and direction and 
comfort and _______ and _________ and __________ (aka all that we could ever need).  Remember today 
that we know that the LORD is God, or if not, know it is true for the first time.  And if and when, in his mercy, he awakens us 
again to the fact that we are blindly or foolishly looking for help from some other source (or perhaps pridefully not looking for 
help at all), don’t keep walking down that road towards Baal-zebub, instead quickly and joyfully return home to the word of 
the LORD.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

